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Innovation Timeline
The most innovative milestones of Axalta Refinish

About Axalta Coating Systems 
Axalta is a global leader in the coatings industry, providing customers with innovative, colorful, beautiful and sustainable coatings solutions. 
From light vehicles, commercial vehicles and refinish applications to electric motors, building facades and other industrial applications, 
our coatings are designed to prevent corrosion, increase productivity and enhance durability. With more than 150 years of experience in 
the coatings industry, the global team at Axalta continues to find ways to serve our more than 100,000 customers in over 140 countries 
better every day with the finest coatings, application systems and technology. 

Spies Hecker is 
founded. 

Original producer of 
Standox founded.

20s

1924

1995

1929

Spies Hecker Permaloid®

paints in Germany can be 
applied with a spray gun.

DuPont develops Duco® 
nitrocellulose lacquer, 
replacing oil-based
coach paint.

DuPont launches Dulux® 
alkyd enamel, improving car 
coating durability and color 
range.

1935

DuPont introduces the 
first dye mixing machine.

1955

1956

The Standox division 
is created within 
Herberts.

Lucite® acrylic lacquer
from DuPont, the world’s 
first thermoplastic acrylic.

1957

Our scientists develop the first equations 
for the cubic rood of color L, a, b, which 
form the basis of modern color science.

1994

Permahyd®

Spies Hecker introduces  
Permahyd 280/285 in Europe, 
a waterborne basecoat 
technology.  

Standox
introduces its 
Standohyd
Basecoat.

DuPont Imron® polyurethane 
enamel with added chemical 
resistance and durability for 
truck fleets.

1996

Spies Hecker and Standox launch their
first electronic color measurement 
device.

DuPont introduces the patented
ValueShade principle.

Cromax was announced 
as the new brand name 
for DuPont Refinish

DuPont Performance 
Coatings becomes 

Axalta Coating Systems

1997

DuPont introduces Cromax®

waterborne basecoat
in Europe.

DuPont releases 
its first-generation 
spectrophotometer, 
ChromaVision®. 

2004

DuPont launches Imron Fleet Line.

20091992

The next-generation 
spectrophotometer
is introduced, allowing 
for color and effect 
identification. 

Second-generation 
waterborne basecoat 
systems are launched:
Cromax Pro, Permahyd 
Hi-TEC 480 and
Standoblue.

DuPont introduces Cromax® 
waterborne basecoat in 
California, USA.

Completion of a 
comprehensive DuPont 
Low Emission (LE) paint 
product range.

DuPont’s first use of 
Centari® Binder System.

2013

A revolutionary Fast Cure 
Low Energy clearcoat is 
released, based on patented 
technology.

2014

1970

A comprehensive cloud-based color retrieval 
program is introduced. 

A new waterborne production plant is established 
in Wuppertal, Germany

2015

1983

2016

Axalta celebrates
150 years in the paints
and coatings industry.

New Fast Cure Low Energy 
primer surfacers and 
pre-treatment wipes are 
introduced.

Syrox painting system is 
launched in revolutionary 
new bottles.

2017

Third-generation spectrophotometers 
– smaller, more compact, and with WIFI connectivity – 
are introduced, allowing for effect and color reading.

2018

A new 175,000m2 global 
innovation center is opened 
in Philadelphia, USA. 

The complete Fast Cure Low 
Energy paint system, based 
on patented technology, is 
launched.

The cloud-based digital color 
management process is introduced.

2019

2023

2021

The first iteration of the fully 
automatic color management 

system is developed.

Drivus, the business services
brand, is created.

Announcement of the launch of Axalta Irus, 
the 100% digital color management system, 

featuring Axalta Irus Mix, the only fully automatic, 
hands-free mixing machine that includes the 

manufacturer’s paint bottles as standard.

2022

The new matt 
clearcoat system 
is released.
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1882


